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WITHNELL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL . 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP 

HEALTH  for  1937 . 

To  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Withnell. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  report  upon  the 
health,  sanitary  conditions  and  circumstances,  and  administration 
of  the  Urban  District  of  Withnell  for  the  year  ending  December 
31st  1937, 

In  a  circular,  No.  1650,  dated  4th  October  1937,  the 
Minister  of  Health  issues  instruction  as  to  the  information 
desired,  to  be  embodied  in  the  Annual  Report,  and  the  sections 
under  which  such  information  is  to  be  grouped.  The  latter  are 
as  follows 

(a)  Statistics  and  social  conditions  of  the  area. 

(b)  General  provision  of  Health  services  for  the  area. 

(c)  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area. 

(d)  Housing. 

(e)  Inspection  and  supervision  of  food. 

(f)  Prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  Infectious  and 
other  Diseases. 

The  Minister  points  out  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  to 
repeat  the  matter  that  has  appeared  in  former  reports,  save  where 
it  is  wished  to  call  attention  to  old  defects  not  yet  remedied, 
and  suggests  that  the  information  supplied  be  limited  to  a  record 
of  alterations,  improvements  or  developments  that  have  taken  place 
during  the  year. 

I  do  not  propose,  therefore,  to  repeat  details  of  social 
conditions,  geographical  features,  nature  of  employment,  chief 
industries  eUc . ,  which  have  not  materially  altered  since  my  report 
for  1935. 

I  am  also  required  to  report  upon  any  noteworthy  conditions 
prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  area,  and  to  state  any  special 
action  taken  to  arouse  public  interest  in  the  prevention  of  ill 
health,  or  the  Importance  of  early  treatment. 
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A.  STATISTICS  and  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  of  the  AREA . 
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The  area  of  the  district  is  4190  acres,  and  the  estimate  of 
the  population  for  mid-1937,  as  furnished  by  the  Registrar-General  is 
2828.  The  population  figures  at  the  census  of  1931  were  3040. 

According  to  the  Rate  Books,  the  number  of  inhabited 
houses,  at  the  end  of  1937  was  847  (Census  1931  -  804). 

The  Rateable  Value  is  £12768,  and  a  penny  rate  produces 

£51. 


Social  conditions  are  generally  improved.  There  is  less 
unemployment ,  and  though  a  slight  migration  from  the  district  is  still 
taking  place,  vacant  houses  are  immediately  occupied,  on  account  of  the 
scope  for  employment  offered  by  the  Government  Munition  Works  Schemes 
in  the  adjoining  districts.  In  common  with  conditions  in  the  rest  of 
the  County,  employment  in  the  Cotton  Industry  is  still  much  below 
normal,  and  stoppages  are  unsatisfactorily  frequent. 

Vital  Statistics. 


Live  Births 


T  o t  al . Mai e . Fema 1 e . 


(Legit imat  e . 

( 

(Illegitimate . 

35 

21 

14 

— 

— 

Birth-rate  per  1000 

( 

(Total. 

35 

21 

14 

of  the  estimated 
resident  population. . 12. 5 

Stillbirths . 


1-1 


Rate  per  1000  total 
(live  &  still)births  27, 


Deaths. 


37  20 


17  Death-rate  per  1000  n 

of  est.  res.  popul.  '13.3 


Deaths  from  puerperal  cause s °.  - 


Death-rate  per  1000 
total  (live  and  still 
births ) . 


Puerperal  sepsis.  nil. 

Other  puerperal  causes.  nil. 

Total.  nil.  nil. 


Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year . 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births . . . . .  57 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  births.. .  57 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  births,....,.,  nil. 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  agos)..... . . .  4 

h  M  Measles  (all  ages)....... . . .  nil 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)...... .  1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) . . . .  nil 
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1937  adjusted  death-rate  (comparability  factor,  1.12)  l.e.  14.8  per  1000. 
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With  reference  to  the  above  figures  it  is  to  be  noted  that 
the  birth-rate  for  1937  shows  a  si  ght  increase  upon  that  for  the 
previous  year,  and  that  there  is  a  decrease  in  the  death-rate.  For 
purposes  of  comparison,  the  provisional  figures,  for  the  same  period, 
for  England  and  Wales  are;-  Birth-rate  14,9,  Death-rate  12.4. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  Death  Rate  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  the  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  are  both  nil.  The 
estimate  population  of  the  district  is  now  given  as  2778,  as  compared 
with  the  previous  estimate  of  2808,  and  the  1931  Census  figures  of 
3040.  In  as  much  as  all  houses  in  the  district  are  occupied,  and 
new  houses  have  been  built  annually  for  several  years  past,  I  am  of 
the  opinion  that  the  decline  in  population  has  been  over-estimated. 

B.  GENERAL  PROVISION  of  HEALTH  SERVICES  for  the  AREA. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Thomas  Parkinson  Leighton,  O.B.E., 
M.B.,  Ch.B.,  who  is  a  part  time  officer,  in  general  practice,  and 
holding  the  appointments  of  District  Medical  Officer,  Public  Vaccinator 
and  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Post  Office. 

Remuneration  ; -  £80  per  annum. 

Sanitary  Inspector,  Cyril  Leach  Gregson,  M.I.H.E.,  M.S.I.A., 

. R.San.  I.,  a  part  time  officer,  holding  the  appointment  of  Surveyor. 
Remuneration  £130  per  annum. 

There  are  no  other  Public  Health  officers  of  the  authority. 

No  developments  or  changes  have  taken  place  during  the  past  year. 
Ambulance  facilities  are  adequate.  Hospital  accommodat ion  for 
Infectious  Diseases  is  satisfactory. 

C.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  of  the  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

Particulars  as  in  former  reports.  The  supply  is  constant 
and  adequate,  and  it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  have 
bacteriological  examination  made  during  the  past  year. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

An  extension  of  80  yards  of  6  inch  sewer  has  been  made  in 
School  Lane. 
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Closet  Accommodation  at  the  end  of  1937* 


Pail  Closets  287.  Dry  ashpits  208.  Moveable  ash  Bins  462. 
House  on  Water  Carriage  System  546.  Freshwater  Closets  503. 

Waster  Water  Closets  43. 

Conversions . 


1957.  1952-1956 . 

Pail  Closets  to  Fresh  Water  Closets.  23  62 

Fixed  receptacles  to  moveable  ash  Bins.  9  73 

All  new  property  is  provided  with  fresh  water  closets,  and 

the  Council  encourages  conversion  to  this  system  by  contributing 

half  cost  up  to  the  amount  of  £4-10-0. 

Public  Cleansing. 

As  in  previous  reports. 

Sanitary  Inspections  in  1937. 

Seventy  two  premises  were  visited  and  twenty  seven  defects 
or  nuisances  were  discovered,  eighteen  of  which  were  abated. 
Seventeen  informal  notices  and  one  statutory  notice  were  served. 
Swimming  Baths. 

The  Council  owns  the  Public  Baths.  The  plunge  bath  is 
75  feet  by  25  feet.  Slipper  baths  are  also  provided.  A  system  of 
continuous  filtration  functions  satisfactorily. 

Schools . 

The  condition  of  the  Schools  is  generally  satisfactory. 

all  are  on  the  district  water  supply,  and  all,  except  one,  have 

closet  accommodation  of  the  fresh  water  type.  It  is  regretted  that 
been 

It  has  not/possible  to  persudde  the  authorities  of  the  school 
mentioned,  to  convert  to  water  closet  system.  The  closets  in  this 
case  are  not  in  a  desirable  condition,  and  the  general  condition  of 
the  playground  ia  unsatisfactory. 

There  has  been  progress  in  the  conversion  to  the  water 
closet  system  during  1937,  but  one  would  consider  a  considerable 
extension  very  desirable. 

An  efficient  sewering  of  the  new  property  in  the  Chorley 
Road  area  is  very  necOasahy,  and  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that 
a  scheme  is  under  consideration,  and  there  appears  a  definite 
prospect  of  a  move  in  this  direction. 
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D.  HOUSING. 


( a )  Statist ic s . 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year:- 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under (b) ).*. .  9 

(1)  By  the  Local  Author ity,  . . 

(2)  By  other  Local  authorities . . . 

(3)  By  other  bodies  or  persons... . . .  9 

With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  iicts: 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority . . . . 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons . . . 

1 .  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year : - 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts) . . . . . . .  51 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...,.  60 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925 . . 

(b) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose . 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation. . . . . . 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  pfeceding  svib-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation.  . . . . . .  17 

2 .  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 

notices . 


Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officers. . .  16 

3 o  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year . 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936.  ,  . . . 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs... .  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices: - 

(a)  By  owners  . . . . . . . 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners . . 

v'o)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied . . . . . . 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: - 

(a)  By  owners.  .  . . . .  . . . . . .  nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners . .  nil 

( c )  Proceedinp-;s  under  sections  11  and  15  of  the  Housing  Act  1956 . 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made. . .  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders . . . .  nil 

( d )  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act  1956 • 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made... . .  nil 

(2) Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit .  nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936-Part  lV-Overcrowding: - 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year . . . . .  3 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein . .  3 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein., . . .  20 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 

year . . . . . .  nil 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year,,... . . . . . .  •  3 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  case s •  23 

E.  INSPECTION  and  SUPERVISION  of  POOD. 


Milk  Supply. 

Samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  periodically  from  five  farms 
supplying  milk  to  schools  in  the  district.  The  results  of  the 
examination  were  satisfactory* 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  are  periodically  inspected,  and  minor 
defects  found  are  readily  remedied  by  the  occupiers.  The  general 
condition  is  satisfactory.  In  one  case  a  new  dairy  has  been 
constructed,  and  in  a  second  case,  the  complete  re-modelling  of 
cowsheds  and  dairy  is  shortly  to  be  put  into  operation. 

Dairy  Farrnis. 

Particulars  as  in  report  for  1935, 

18  inspections  have  been  made  in  the  year. 
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Inspection  of  Meat „ 

Particulars  of  Killings  and  Inspections: - 


Animal . 

Total  Killings. 

Inspections. 

Cows . 

24 

16 

Sheep  oc  Lambs. 

118 

88 

No  carcases  or  parts  of 

carcases  have  been 

condemned. 

Further  particulars  are 

as  under  (5)  in  my 

report  for  1935. 

F.  PREVALENCE  of,  and  CONTROL  over  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  details  of  hospital  accommodation  etc.,  are  the  same  as 
in  my  previous  reports. 

Minor  epidemics  of  Chicken  Pox,  Measles,  and  Whooping  Cough 
were  experienced  in  the  district  during  1937. 

There  were  no  fatal  cases. 

Notifiable  Diseases  during  1937s- 


Notifiable 
DIsea  ses . 

Total  Cas 

es  Not: 

Lf led. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Total 
Cases 
at  all 

ages 

V7*  (Z\  C'\  TO  C* 

X  v  Ld  • 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-35 

35-45 

45-65 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

2 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

Acute  Influ: 
Pneumonia 

1 

1 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

Erysipelas . 

2 

1 

1 

o 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Nil. 

Two  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  two  cases  of  diphtheria  were  removed  to 
Hospital . 

Tuberculosis . 


N e w  C a ses  and  Mortality  in  1957 . 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths . 

Respiratory  Non - r e  sp i r at  o r y 

Respiratory 

Non-re spiratoryi 

1 

5  -  10 

; 

55  -  65 

( 

M .  F . 

1 

M.  F. 

1 

M.  F. 

-nil- 

M.  F. 

i 

-nil- 

* 

1 

Totals 

\  B 

1 

1 

-nil- 

I 

-nil-  1 
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Chief  Sanitary  Requirements. 

I  trust  that  the  scheme  for  the  efficient  sewerage  of  the 
Chorley  Road  Area  will  soon  he  put  into  operation,  as  this  is  most 
desirable,  in  view  of  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  existing 
septic  tanks  in  this  part  of  the  district. 

I  would  also  stress  the  importance,  in  order  to  reach  a 
fair  standard  of  modern  sanitary  conditions,  of  a  definite  and 
continued  encouragement  to  property  owners  in  the  matter  of  water 
closet  conversions,  and  the  substitution,  by  moveable  closed  ash 
bins,  of  the  unsatisfactory  and  unhealthy  fixed  open  or  partly  open 
receptacles . 


I  am, 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

THOMAS  P.  LEIGHTON  O.B.E., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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